CHAD
CRITTENDEN

Chad was communicative,
professional, but more
importantly, it is clear that he
cares about his message—
and that really makes his
presentation authentic.
We've had "reality tv”
celebs before, and were
not pleased because the
presentation was all about
the show. Chad, however,
used his Survivor experience
as a tool to engage the
students—and took his
presentation far past that
one component.

—Laura Bertonazzi,

Assistant Dean of Students
Regis University

CAMPUSPEAK // What's Your Story?

CHARACTER, DISABILITY, FIRST YEAR EXPERIENCE, LEADERSHIP,
MOTIVATION, PERSONAL GROWTH, TEAM BUILDING, VALUES //

Chad Crittenden had a surprise for the viewers of Survivor: Vanuatu. A year
and a half before the show, the former teacher had his leg amputated below the
knee to remove a rare and deadly form of cancer. His recovery was miraculously
quick, and he completed a triathlon only nine months after surgery. Although
he didn’t win the TV show’s prize, he helped millions of viewers understand the
amazing things that people with disabilities can accomplish.

DISCOVER THE WILL TO SURVIVE

By telling students his story from surgery to Survivor, Chad helps them
understand that overcoming obstacles is a normal part of life. By looking at
obstacles as opportunities, he empowers students to keep a positive attitude when
confronting challenges. His realistic optimism, confidence and self-assuredness
serve as an example to individuals that are deterred by self-doubt.

THE FIRST YEAR EXPERIENCE: GETTING OFF ON THE RIGHT FOOT
(EVEN IF YOU DON'T HAVE ONE!)

Using clever strategies he calls “Conceptual Tools”, Chad outlines in detail the
important concepts of Steps, Circumstances, Optimism, Risk and Experience to
form SCORE —an acronym that provides Freshmen with something tangible to
take with them into their first year and beyond.

ACKNOWILEDGING DIVERSE MINDS, BODIES AND SPIRITS

Chad uses his Survivor experiences to supplement his own reality regarding
the stereotypes and preconceived notions of those with physical challenges. He
involves the audience in this hands-on keynote, with intriguing questions and
hopefully answers regarding an under acknowledged segment of the student
body and society in general.

> www.campuspeak.com/speakers/crittenden
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