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INTRODUCTION

At  this time, will  you please take a moment to turn  your cell 
phones to ÒsilentÓ or ÒoffÓ and refrain fr om text messaging dur-
ing the program in  consideration of our speaker and our audi-
ence. Thank you.

My name is ___________. I  am (leadership position or organiza-
tion), and itÕs my pleasure to welcome you. After  tonightÕs pro-
gram, you are invited to leave feedback on our speaker at 
www.collegespeakers.info

This program is sponsored by (list organizations).

Ross Szabo is the Dir ector of Youth Outr each for the National 
Mental Health Awareness Campaign. He graduated with  honors 
and a Bachelor of Arts  degree in psychology fr om American 
University in 2002.
 
During  the past 5 years Ross is the only person in the country 
who has spoken to over half a million  young people about men-
tal  health issues. He has also reached millions of people in     
media opportunities. He has been featured in  Parade and Sev-
enteen magazines and appeared on CNN, MTV  and CBS. In 
2004 PBS turned his presentation into a television program ti -
tled, ÒWhatÕs On Your Mind?Ó He was named the 2007 Best 
Male Performer of the Year by Campus Activities  Magazine 
which recognized him as one of the top speakers in the country 
on the college speaking circuit. His book Behind Happy Faces; 
Taking Charge of Your Mental  Health was released in August. 
The book is a summary of the most common questions and   
concerns young people have about mental health and what they 
can do about them. The goal of his organization is to remove the 
stereotypes surrounding mental health issues, but today he 
hopes to have all  of us start talking about problems that affect 
us, our friends, our families and our communities. 

Please welcome Ross Szabo.

 


